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ABSTRACT

The Progressive Writers’ Movement played a significant
role in transforming the intellectual and formal
dimensions of modern Urdu Nazm. Emerging against the
backdrop of colonialism, political unrest, economic
inequality, and social injustice, the movement
emphasized the relationship between literature and
society. This study critically examines the ideological
foundations, thematic developments, and formal
innovations introduced by progressive poets. Employing
a historical and analytical approach, it explores how
progressive thought challenged conventional poetic
traditions and promoted social realism, political
consciousness. The study also investigates the
relationship between ideological commitment and
artistic freedom, highlighting debates concerning
literary aesthetics and creative independence. The
findings reveal that the movement significantly
broadened the thematic scope and expressive
possibilities of Urdu Nazm. Despite ideological and
artistic controversies, its contributions remain central to
understanding the evolution of modern Urdu poetry and
its enduring literary significance.
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