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ABSTRACT

The tradition of folk literature in the West is a significant
part of Western cultural and literary heritage, reflecting
the collective beliefs, values, customs, and historical
experiences of Western societies. Rooted in oral
tradition, it includes myths, legends, fairy tales,
folktales, fables, ballads, and proverbs that were later
preserved in written form. This study examines the
origin, development, major characteristics, and cultural
significance of Western folk literature, with particular
emphasis on its recurring themes such as heroism,
morality, supernatural elements, and the struggle
between good and evil. It also highlights the
contributions of major folklorists in preserving these
narratives and explores the lasting influence of folk
literature on modern literature, art, and popular culture.
The study concludes that Western folk literature remains
a valuable source for understanding the cultural
identity, historical consciousness, and literary traditions
of Western societies.
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"Folklore is the generic name used to denote those

traditional beliefs, superstitions, manners, customs and

observance of ordinary people which have persisted from

earlier into later periods and which, in fragmentary,

modified or comparatively unchanged form, have

continued to exist outside the accepted pattern of

contemporary knowledge and religion, in some cases,

down to modern times Folktales, traditional ballads,

folksongs, and proverbs also come under this heading and

by a recent extension of meaning certain aspects of
material culture originally excluded by definition."(1)
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"language and folklore have a close relationship
(McDowell, 2018), since although folklore is an important
part of a society’s culture, language is the fundamental tool
for transmitting and preserving folklore. Language also
plays an important role in the creation and development of
folklore, since the words and expressions used in folklore
can reflect the beliefs and values of a society and
contribute to the formation of its cultural identity.”(2)
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"The word . . . [is] the generic term under which the
traditional Beliefs, Customs, Stories, Songs and Say ings
current among backward peoples, or retained by the
uncultured classes of more advanced peoples, are
comprehended and included.... In short, it covers
everything which makes part of the mental equipment of
the folk as distinguished from their technical skill. It is not
the form of the plough which excites the attention of the
folklorist, but the rites practised by the ploughman when
putting it into the soil . . .(4)
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